Synchronous and metachronous retroperitoneal sarcomas: two case reports.
Retroperitoneal sarcomas represent less than 1% of all diagnosed human neoplasias. They are generally malignant and can infiltrate retroperitoneal structures. The value of chemotherapy and radiotherapy are difficult to evaluate and the dominating factor in the outcome is the ability to resect the tumor. A few patients develop distant metastases. Recurrence of sarcoma at the operative site and on peritoneal surfaces is a prominent cause of morbidity and mortality. Here we report two patients who underwent surgery for retroperitoneal sarcoma. In each of them at least two primary retroperitoneal tumors were diagnosed. The neoplasms were histologically different, thus they cannot be considered local recurrence but rather primary tumors. This is the first report underlying the synchronous or metachronous presence of different histological subtypes in this neoplastic pathology. In explanation of the occurrence of satellite tumors and multiple primary tumors, a virus-associated etiology or polyclonality of the tumor or pluripotentiality of tumor stem cells should be considered.